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During Foebrusry 1949 the CDU membership in the Rursisn Zone incrcased
considerably. One of the factors which csused this increase is that

when personnel reductions sre necessary, employces who heve no party
allezicnce are dismissed first. The SED is accepting no new nenbers

except after a one to two year probation; the CDU is the only

in the Eastern Zome which is now aceepting new members with fow formalities.

The chief editor of the CDU organ Thiirinser Tapeblatt, Beuremnn, was
arrested resenily. According to stetements from SIA heedquarters in
Kerlshorst, this arrest was not directed agains{ the party or the news-
paeper, but was besause of Beurann's own actions., He was apparently
intending to escape to the western sonee end his sacretary, attempting
to go sgveral deys in advance, was approhended st the border with COth-

promising docunents,
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